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Co  the  Chairman  and  members  or  the  WDiltington 
and  Reiobold  Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, — - 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  the  Annual  Report 
on  the  Health  of  the  District  for  the  year  ending  December 
31st,  1919.  It  has  been  drawn  up  according  to  the  require¬ 
ments  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  who  desire  “  That  you 
should  arrange  for  the  Report  to  be  distributed  locally,  as 
widely  as  possible,  and  take  steps  to  bring  its  contents  effec¬ 
tively  to  the  knowledge  of  the  people.  It  is  hoped  that  the 
publicity  so  obtained  will  create  a  popular  interest  in  the 
subject,  and  an  enlightened  public  opinion  which  shall  sup¬ 
port  the  Council  in  realising  its  high  responsibilities  for  the 
health  of  its  area,  and  in  remedying  at  the  earliest  possible 
opportunity,  the  various  defects  which  the  survey  may  bring 
to  light.” 

The  year  under  review  has  been  a  period  of  transition 
between  war  and  peace,  prices  were  steadily  rising,  skilled 
labour  was  scarce  and  materials  difficult  to  obtain,  so  that 
in  dealing  with  the  Housing  question  these  special  conditions 
have  considerably  hampered  progress,  making  the  totals  of 
repairs  to  houses  small,  whilst  building  operations  have  been 
brought  almost  to  a  standstill.  I  hope,  however,  that  in  the 
interval  before  the  District  is  amalgamated  with  the  Borough 
of  Chesterfield  there  will  be  a  speeding  up  of  this  work,  and 
in  the  Report  I  have  urged  you  to  appoint  another  Inspector 
for  Housing  work  alone,  and  to  adopt  a  scheme  for  the  more 
rapid  conversion  of  privies  to.  water  closets. 

In  a  District  of  this  character,  with  a  large  growing 
population  and  a  low  rateable  value,  the  high  cost  involved 
in  effecting  Sanitary  improvements  will  be  even  present  in 
your  minds,  and  the  work  done  each  year  can  rarely  be 
sufficient  without  an  enormous  charge  on  the.  Rates.  How¬ 
ever,  when  it  is  considered  what  is  the  ultimate  cost  in  the 
Wastage  caused  by  preventable  disease,  it  will  be  obvious 
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that  a  high  standard  of  sanitation  must  be  obtained  what¬ 
ever  the  cost.  I  believe  that  there  are  only  two  solutions 
to  this,  problem,  either  Government  grants  should  be  given 
for  urgent  sanitary  improvements  in  the  same  way  as  they 
are  for  approved  work  done  by  the  School  Medical  Service, 
or  that  the  Ministry  of  Health  should  insist  that  houses 
are  built  near  the  large  works  for  those  who  find  employ¬ 
ment  there,  when  the  village  so  formed  will  obtain  the  benefit 
of  the  high  rateable  value  of  the  works.  This  seems  to  be 
the  better  way,  as  it  is  only  just  that  the  Rates  obtained  from 
the  employer  should  go  towards  improving  the  homes  and 
surrounding  of  those  who  work  for  him. 

In  conclusion,  as  this  is  my  last  Annual  Report  as  your 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  I  wish  to  take  this  opportunity 
of  thanking  the  Members  of  the  Council  and  the  Officials 
for  the  help  and  kindly  consideration  they  have  shown  me 
m  carrying  out  my  official  duties,  whilst  to  Mr.  Hale,  the 
Sanitary  Inspector,  I  owe  a  special  debt  of  gratitude  for  the 

willing  assistance  he  has  always  given  me;  and  I  beg  to 
remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  D.  CARRUTHERS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1919. 


Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  District. 

The  population  of  the  district  at  the  census  of  1911  was 
17,213.  The  estimated  population  for  1919  is  19,500. 

The  Whittington  and  Newbold  Urban  District  lies  in 
the  North-Eastern  Division  of  Derbyshire,  on  the  watershed 
of  the  Diver  Dother.  On  the  south  it  is  continuous  with  the 
Borough  of  Chesterfield,  in  the  south-west  it  lies  against 
Brampton  and  Walton  Urban  Districts,  elsewhere  it  is  sur¬ 
rounded  by  the  Chesterfield  Dural  District.  The  elevation 
of  the  district  above  the  sea  level  varies  from  600  to  200  feet. 
It  is  highest  in  the  most  northern  part,  along  the  western 
border  the  height  gradually  sinks  from  500  to  480  feet.  From 
these  boundaries  the  land  gradually  slopes  towards  the  river 
on  the  east  border. 

The  geological  formation  is  that  of  the  Coal  Measures ; 
the  sub-soil  is  chiefly  clay.  Several  coal  pits  exist  in  the 
district,  but  only  four  are  working. 

The  area,  of  the  district  is  4,179  acres,  18  of  which  are 
water.  The  district  is  divided  into  five  wards  as  follows:  — 
Old  Whittington  1,431  acres,  which  lies  between  the  New 
Whittington  Ward  of  427  acres  at  the  north-east  corner  of 
the  district  and  the  Whittington  Moor  Ward  of  262  acres. 
The  other  wards  are  the  Newbold  Moor  Ward  of  564  acres, 
which  on  its  north  side  is  continuous  with  the  Old  Whitting- 

o 

ton  Ward,  and  on  the  west  with  the  Newbold  Ward,  which 
has  an  acreage  of  1,495. 


8 


The  estimated  population  for  1919  is  19,500,  and  for  each 
Ward  as  follows:  — 


Old  Whittington  . . . 
New  Whittington  ... 
Whittington  Moor 
Newbold  Moor 
Newbold 


The  district  is  mainly  industrial  in  character. 
The  majority  of  the  male  members'  of  the  com¬ 
munity  work  at  coal  mines  or  at  the  iron  works. 
The  coal  mines,  except  four  small  pits,  'are  situ¬ 
ated  outside  the  district  at  distances  varying'  from  4  ro 
9  miles.  The  iron  works  are  at  Sheepbridge,  within  the  dis¬ 
trict,  and  at  Barrow  Hill,  just  outside  it.  Others1  work  on 
the  railways,  the  potteries,  the  wagon  works^  and  as  agricul¬ 
tural  labourers.  From  an  examination  of  the  Ration  Returns 
in  April,  1918,  it  has  been  found  that  of  the  men  engaged  on 
heavy  work  55%  are  employed  outside  the  district,  and  if 
suitable  accommodation  could  be  provided  near  the  men’s 
work,  the  serious  overcrowding  that  exists  could  be  largely 
overcome.  At  the  census  of  1911  there  were  136  houses  over¬ 
crowded  on  the  basis  of  there  being  more  than  2  persons  per 
room,  but  as  the  living  rooms  are  counted  in  obtaining  this 
figure  it  is  obvious  that  the  sleeping  rooms  must  be  grossly 
overcrowded  at  night,  and  thus  only  the  total  of  the  worst 
cases  is  brought  to  notice.  From  the  Ration  Returns  it  was 
discovered  that  245  houses  contained  more  than  one  family, 
though  on  the  census  basis  not  many  would  be  deemed  to  be 
overcrowded. 


Vital  Statistics. 


BIRTHS. — During  the  year  451  births  were  registered, 
249  boys  and  202  girls.  There  were  10  illegitimate  cases,  5 
boys  and  5  girls.  The  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population 
for  1919  is  23.1,  and  although  it  has  never  been  lower  it  is 
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higher  than  the  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales,  which  is 
18.5  for  the  same  period.  In  the  table  the  number  of  births 
in  each  Ward  is  shown:  — 


Births  in  Wards,  1919. 


Month. 

Old 

Whitting¬ 

ton. 

Mew 

Whitting- 

ton. 

January 

12 

12 

February 

4 

6 

March  ... 

1  1 

8 

April 

6 

T* 

May 

6 

3 

June 

8 

9 

July 

12 

4 

August  ... 

12 

3 

September 

11 

7 

October 

9 

9 

November 

9 

n 

December 

...  14 

8 

Whit¬ 

tington 

Moor. 

Newbold 

Moor. 

Newbold. 

Total. 

O 

O 

9 

0 

39 

H 

/ 

]  2 

— 

29 

7 

7 

2 

35 

4 

6 

— 

21 

4 

15 

2 

3° 

11 

15 

0 

46 

10 

16 

I 

43 

i4 

1 1 

4 

44 

1 1 

12 

2 

43 

1 1 

9 

1 

39 

7 

10 

— 

28 

10 

18 

4 

54 

99 

140 

22 

45 1 

The  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  for  each  Ward 
is  : — Old  Whittington  22.7,  New  Whittington  18.7,  Whitting¬ 
ton  Moor  24.4,  Newbold  Moor  30.9,  and  Newbold  12.0. 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during1  1919  and 

and  previous  Years. 


. 

Births. 

Total  Deaths 
registered  in 
the  Distrirt 

Transferable 

Deaths. 

Nett  Deaths  belonging 
to  the  District. 

. 
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3 

cu 

0 

Oh 

TO 
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P 
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20 

E 

3 

P 
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<u 

20 

a 

3 

p 
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0 
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©  y.  ^ 
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3  <U  •  r1 
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^  'So 

0) 

O  U 

so  £  "C 

to  w  .“2 

‘5j ’3bQ 

2d  <D 

n 

t  •  ^  *  * 

0  g.s 

<D 

20 

E 

3 

£ 

Rate 

per 

1,000 

Births 

© 

20 

s 

3 

£ 

Rate. 

i 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

I7-834 

17,410 

17,601 

17,299 

529 

530 

482 

453 

481 

29.7 

25-4 

23.1 

24.8 

265 

209 

212 

3ii 

14.0 

12 

12 

17.9 

5 

17 

26 

21 

35 

40 

34 

38 

67 

50 

47 

59 

126 

104 

103-7 

122 

300 

232 

220 

328 

16.5 

13-3  i 
12.4 

19 

1919 

19,500 

•  • 

45 1 

23.1 

209 

10.7 

8 

37 

46 

102 

238 

12.2 

II 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  Year  1919. 


Causes  of  Death. 


All 


causes  - 


Certified 

Uncertified 


Enteric  Fever  . . 

Small  Pox 
Measles 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria  and  Croup 
Influenza 
Erysipelas 
Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tuber 
culosis) 

Tuberculosis  Meningitis 
Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 
Cancer,  malignant  disease 
Rheumatic  Fever 
Meningitis 

Organic  Heart  Disease 
Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 
organs 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 
Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 
Cirrhosis  of  Liver 
Alcoholism 
Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease 
Puerperal  Fever 
Other  accidents  and  diseases 
of  Pregnancy  and  Parti¬ 
tion 

Congenital  Debility  and 
Malformation,  including 
Premature  Birth 
Violent  Deaths,  excluding 
Suicide 

Suicide  . .  . .  . . 

Other  Defined  Diseases 
Deseases  ill-defined  or  un¬ 
known 


Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of 
“Residents”  whether  occurring  within  or 
without  the  District. 


•— I  C/2 

<  bfl 
c5 


230 

8 


3 

24 


7 


3 

14 


3 

16 

32 

30 

1 

2 
2 
1 


27 

4 

2 


53 

6 


238 


CS 

oD  <£> 
G  >, 

L) 


46 


5 

6 


27 


46 


0) 

a  £ 

3  as 

3?  >, 
£ 

05  03 


6 

1 


7 


Sh 

<D 

G  ^ 
£3  oi 

§ 


Sh 

PC 

G 

G 


to 


14 


1 
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14 


3  3 

G  o5 
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Tj 

G 
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7 


18 


1 

1 

1 

3 


18 


s» 

eg 


26 


8 


i 

1 

5 


2 

1 

o 


26 


i) 

33  r/J 

a  h 
3  as 

^  QJ 

T3  >. 
CO 

in 


40 

3 


8 


4 

6 


1 

9 


43 


03  03 
£ 

lO  Q, 
CO  5* 


10 


71 

4 


9 

19 

3 


29 


75 


3Total  Deaths 
<S  whether  of 
“  Residents  ” 
or  Non-Resi¬ 
dents  ”  in  Insti¬ 
tutions  in  the 
District. 
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DEATHS. — Two  hundred  and  nine  deaths  were  regis¬ 
tered  in  the  district  during  the  year,  8  of  which  had  their 
permanent  residence  outside  it,  and  37  deaths  occurred  out¬ 
side  the  district  of  persons  whose  home  is  in  it,  so  that  the 
nett  number  of  deaths  for  the  year  is-  238.  This  yields  a 
death  rate  of  12.2  per  1.000  of  the  population,  the  lowest 
recorded  since  [912,  when  the  death  rate  was  it. 5.  However, 
the  death  rates  in  other  areas  are  not  high  for  1919,  and  in 
the  148  smaller  towns  whose  population  varies  from  20,000 
to  50,000  it  is  only  12*7. 


The  ages  at  death  are  as  follows:  — 


In  infancy  (up  to  5) 

62 

26.1  percent 

School  age  (5-15) 

14 

5-9 

Working  life  (15-65)  ... 

...  87 

06.6 

Old  age  (over  65) 

75 

31  -5 

Total . 

...  238 

100.0 

On  comparing  this  table  with  a  similar  one  published  in 
former  reports  a  marked  reduction  will  be  observed  in  the 
age  period  of  infancy  (up  to  5).  The  deaths  during  wmrking 
life  (15-65)  are  slightly  higher  than  in  former  years,  and  are 
due  to  deaths  from  influenza  and  lung  diseases. 

Deaths  for  the  Year  1919. 


Month. 

Males. 

Female-. 

Total. 

January  ... 

.  10 

9 

19 

February 

.  26 

25 

51 

March 

20 

!5 

35 

April 

.  8 

8 

16 

May 

.  12 

5 

17 

June 

.  7 

5 

1 2 

July  ... 

. .  8 

9 

17 

August 

8 

1 

9 

September 

.  12 

6 

18 

October 

.  8 

6 

14 

November 

.  7 

0 

1 0 

December 

.  8 

1 2 

20 

r34 

104 

258 

*3 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  heaviest  monthly  mortality  oc¬ 
curred  during  February  and  March,  the  increase  being  due 
to  deaths  from  influenza,  bronchitis  and  pneumonia. 


Deaths  in  Wards. 


Ward. 

All  ages. 

Infanti] 

e  dei 

Old  Whittington . 

•  •  •  • 

••  54 

12 

New  Whittington 

•  •  • 

47 

5 

Whittington  Moor 

r' 

00 

12 

Newbold  Moor  . 

•  •  •  • 

62 

13 

Newbold  . 

•  •  •  • 

22 

4 

238 

46 

Zymotic  Diseases. 

I9I5 

I916  I917 

1918 

191 

Smallpox  . 

— 

- —  - 

— 

— 

Measles  . 

27 

4 

4 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

2  1 

- - 

— 

Diphtheria  . 

4 

9  3 

2 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

1  1 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

- —  — 

- — 

— 

Diarrhoea  . 

11 

8  5 

5 

3 

43 

20  14 

1 1 

6 

In  the  table  of  Zymotic  disease  deaths  it  will  be  found 
that  the  number  for  1919  is-  the  lowest  recorded  during  the 
last  five  years,  and  on  referring  to  previous  reports  I  find  It 
is  the  lowest  recorded  since  the  formation  of  the  district,  so 
can  be  regarded  as  very  satisfactory. 


Out-door  Relief. 


Year. 

Parish  of  Whittington. 

Parish  of  Newbold 

1 9 1 5  • 

^1027 

£59° 

1916. 

£io4i 

£592 

1 9 1 7  • 

£935 

£55  7 

1918. 

£m 

£s12 

I9I9- 

£613 

4I465 

A  steady  fall  in  the  amount  of  out-door  relief  during  the 
last  four  years  in  both  parishes  will  be  noted  in  the  table. 
The  financial  year  ends  on  March  31st,  so  that  the  actual  sum 
distributed  during  the  last  nine  months  of  the  year  is  not  yet 
available  for  publication.  If  these  figures  are  compared  with 
those  given  in  previous  annual  reports  a  steady  fall  in  the 
amount  of  out-door  relief  will  be  found.  In  19 11  when  the 
district  was  formed  the  figures  were,  Whittington  1,2 10  and 
Newbold  £1,133. 
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Sanitary  Circumstances  of 
the  District. 


Water. 

The  Chesterfield  Gas  and  Water  Board  supply  3,802  out 
of  the  3,837  houses  in  the  District.  The  supply  is  constant 
and  of  good  quality;  it  is  upland  surface  water  augmented 
by  the  water  from  the  Whispering  Well.  The  work  that 
the  Board  had  in  hand,  and  which  was  stopped  by  the  War, 
to  increase  the  supply,  has  now  been  resumed. 

The  35  houses  that  are  not  supplied  by  the  Board  are 
situated  in  isolated  parts  of  the  District;  they  are  supplied 
by  wells,  except  8  at  Engine  Hollow,  where  the  source  is  a 
stream. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

At  the  Unstone  end  of  the  Old  Whittington  Ward  17 
houses,  none  of  which  have  water  closets,  discharge  their 
sewage  into  the  neighbouring  river,  for  it  has  been  found 
impossible  to  convert  these  houses,  which  are  isolated  from 
those  connected  to  the  sewer  without  relaying  the  whole 
length  of  it. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

With  the  exception  of  the  17  houses  at  the  Unstone  end 
of  the  Old  Whittington  Ward  and  a  few  situated  in  the  agri¬ 
cultural  parts  of  the  District,  making  a  total  of  45,  all  the 
houses  drain  into  the  public  sewers.  It  has  been  found 
necessary  to  relay  100  yards  of  sewer  at  New  Whittington 
where  the  old  sewer  had  not  sufficient  fall,  and  the  work  is 
now  in  hand.  The  Sewage  Disposal  Works,  which  wrnre 
only  completed  in  December,  1914,  are  designed  to  deal 
with  the  sewage  of  the  whole  District  when  each  house  has 
the  water  carriage  system  installed.  A  description  of  the 


works  will  be  found  in  the  Report  for  1914.  During  this  year 
much  difficulty  has  been  experienced  with  the  water  wheel 
distributors  at  the  four  filter  beds,  wdiich,  owing  to  wear, 
frequently  stop  working,  and  so  the  periodical  examinations 
of  the  effluent  from  the  works  has  not  been  as  satisfactory 
as  it  should  be. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

At  the  end  of  1919  the  Closet  accommodation  of  the 
District  is  as  follows  :  — 


Pail  Water  Slop 

Ward.  Privies.  Pits.  Closets.  Closets.  Closets. 


(1)  Old  Whittington 

610 

295 

65 

T95 

— 

(2)  New  Whittington 

386 

210 

14 

281 

— 

(3)  Whittington  Moor 

368 

T  96 

6 

344 

4 

(4)  Newbold  Moor  ... 

538 

292 

35 

1 90 

- — 

(5)  Newbold  . 

205 

128 

- — 

I45 

— — 

Total  . 

2107 

I  12  I 

120 

1 T55 

A 

~T 

By  privies  is  meant  the 

actual 

number 

of  seats 

which 

open  into  the  pits.  During  the  last  five  years  only  65  privies 
and  45  pits  have  been  demolished,  70  water  closets  being 
built  in  their  place.  Three  pail  closets  have  been  converted 
to  water  closets,  and  the  slop  closets  remain  as  in  1914.  The 
work  of  conversion  to  the  water  carriage  system  came  prac¬ 
tically  to  an  standstill  during  the  war,  and  it  is  only  during 
the  last  six  months  that  any  progress  could  be  made,  whilst 
this  work  is  being  hampered  by  lack  of  labour.  However 
I  am  convinced  that  the  time  has  now  arrived  when  the 
Council  should  consider  the  preparation  of  a  scheme  for 
expediting  this  work,  for  if  they  remain  content  with  the 
progress  made  before  the  war  it  will  take  the  life  of  a  genera¬ 
tion  to  complete.  The  Ministry  of  Health  have  already  inti¬ 
mated  that  they  are  prepared  to  consider  the  sanctioning  of 
a  loan  for  converting  the  existing  closet  accommodation  to 
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the  water  carriage  system,  when  the  Council,  under  the 
Public  Health  Act  Amendment  Act,  1907,  will  contribute 
towards  the  cost.  At  the  present  time  each  conversion  will 
cost  on  an  average  4^i6,  so  that  the  amount  of  loan  if  half 
the  cost  is  contributed  by  the  Council  will  be  ^17,848.  The 
first  step  necessary  is  to  ask  the  Gas  and  Water  Board  if  the 
water  supply  at  present  is  sufficient,  and  then  see  if  the  Sur¬ 
veyor  considers  that  the  sewers  are  adeqcate,  and  I  therefore 
urge  the  Council  to  take  these  steps. 

Scavenging. 


Privy 

Dry 

Dry 

Ward. 

Pits. 

Ashpits. 

Ashtins 

(1)  Old  Whittington 

295 

34 

99 

(2)  New  Whittington 

210 

47 

2  2  1 

(3)  Whittington  Moor 

196 

42 

T95 

(4)  Newbold  Moor  ... 

292 

60 

77 

(5)  Newbold  . 

128 

10 

J55 

Total  . . 

1121 

193 

747 

From  the  table  the  number  and  character  of  the  re¬ 
ceptacles  existing  will  be  seen.  The  privy  middens  and  dry 
ashpits  are  emptied  three  or  four  times  a  year  by  the  servants 
of  the  Council.  The  dry  ashtins  are  emptied  weekly  by 
contract,  as  well  as  27  pail  closets.  The  pail  closets  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  Sheepbridge  Company  are  dealt  with  by  the 
owners. 

During  1914  and  1915  the  number  of  dry  ashpits  increased 
from  186  to  193.  In  the  last  four  years  no  ashpits  have 
been  built,  ashbins  in  all  casfes  being  provided.  It  is  antici¬ 
pated,  however,  that  in  some  cases  where  allowance  coal  is 
used  the  ashbins  may  require  emptying  twice  weekly.  Since 
1914  the  number  of  ashbins  has  increased  by  97. 

The  refuse  is  disposed  of  on  seven  tips  in  various  parts 
of  the  District. 
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In  addition  to  this  work  the*  Council  empty  two  cess¬ 
pools  in  isolated  parts  of  the  area,  the  contents  being  put 
on  to  the  land  for  agricultural  purposes. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  District. 

The  tabulated  statement  asked  for  by  the  County  Council 
is  as  follows:  — 

Name  of  Inspector:  C.  Kenneth  Hale,  A. R. San. I. 

Area  of  District,  4,179.  Estimated  No.  of  Houses,  3,857. 

New  Houses  Erected  1919,  1. 

Housing  and  Town  Planning — 

Number  of  Houses  Inspected  under  Section  17,  48; 
Number  Unfit  for  Habitation,  7  ;  Number  Repaired  without 
Closing  Order,  24;  Number  Closed,  1;  Number  Repaired 
Voluntarily,  24.  Repairs  to  the  other  23  houses  are  in  hand. 


Drainage — 

No  Disconnection  of  Waste 

Number  of 
Informal 
Notices 
Served  by 
Sanitary 
Inspector. 

Number  of 
Legal 

N  otices 
Served  by 
Local 
Authority. 

Number  of 
N  uisanees 
Abated 
with  or 
without 
Notice. 

Pipe  . 

Defective  Traps,  inlets, 

— 

- — 

— 

and  Drains  . 

36 

-O 

O 

36 

Drains  Obstructed  . 

Closets  and  Ashpits — - 

Insanitary  Privies,  Pail 

43 

49 

Closets  and  Ashpits  ... 
Additional  Closet  Accom- 

35 

6 

47 

modation  . 

Conversion  of  Privies  into 

D 

— 

5 

(W.C.’s  . 

Conversion  of  Pail  Closets 

49 

4 

26 

into  W.C.ts  . 

0 

— 

-■> 

v> 

Defective  Water  Closets... 

2  I 

1 

2  I 

Other  Defects— 

Paving  of  Courts  and 


1 aros  . 

Eaves-Spouts  and  Down- 

4 

3 

Spouts  . 

20 

2 

27 

Urinals  Defective  . 

O 

— 

v'j 

Water  Supply  . 

.s 

5 

Offensive  Accumulations 

8 

- - 

8 

19 

Number  of 
Informal 
Notices 
Served  by 
Sanitary 
Inspector. 


Animals  improperly  kept  3 

Pigsties  .  1 

Smoke  Nuisances .  — 

Overcrowding . 

Water  in  Cellars  .........  3 

Foul  Condition  of  Houses  3 

Nuisances  not  specified 


above .  86 

Totals  .  326 


Number  of 
Legal 
N  otices 
Served  by 
Local 
Authority. 


9 

27 


Number  of 
N  uisances 
Abated 
with  or 
without 
Notice. 

s 

I 


Re-Inspections  after  Notices  ...  161 


Nuisances 


Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and 

Number  on 
Register. 

Inspections 

Made. 

Notices  Abated  with  or 
Served,  without  Notice. 

Milkshops . 

48 

75 

-  n 

a* 

Bakehouses  . 

8 

18 

_  'j 

0 

Slaughterhouses . 

10 

226 

—  4 

Offensive  Trades  ...  ... 

18 

23 

—  . — 

Common  Lodging-houses 

— 

— .  • — - 

Totals  . 

84 

342 

—  9 

.  0 

— 

— 

• -  - - - 

Infected  Rooms  Disinfected:  Number  131  ;  Method, 


Formolin  Lamps  and  Spray. 

Samples  submitted  for  Examination  :  Water,  o;  Milk,  o. 

PROSECUTIONS— PARTICULARS  OF:  None. 

Food  Seizures  :  None. 

Food  Voluntarily  Surrendered:  2,884lbs.  of  Unsound 
Meat;  1,693  Tins  of  various  Tinned  Goods;  icwt. 
2olbs.  Butter;  104  Rabbits;  2  Boxes  Dates. 
OTHER  ACTION  TAKEN : 


Premises  and  Occupations  which  can  be  controlled 
by  Bye-laws  or  regulations. 

1.  By  Bye-Laws. 

Slaughter-houses,  10. 

Bakehouses,  8. 

Offensive  Trades:  Fish  Friers,  17;  Tripe  Boiler,  1. 


2.  By  Regulations. 

Cowkeepers,  42. 

Purveyors  of  Milk,  6,  of  which  3  only  live  in  the 
District. 

There  are  no  Lodging-houses  or  Cellar  Dwellings  in  the 
District.  No  Underground  Sleeping  Rooms  exist. 

Schools. 

There  are  9  Public  Elementary  Schools  and  3  Temporary 
Schools  in  the  District.  The  number  of  children  on  the 
books  at  the  end  of  the  year  is  3,241.  All  the  Schools  use 
the  public  water  supply ;  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  In¬ 
fants’  Departments  is  good;  the  Whittington  Moor  Boys' 
School  and  the  Old  Whittington  and  New  Whittington  Mixed 
Schools  are  to  be  re-modelled  or  re-built  as  soon  as  pos¬ 
sible. 
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Food. 


(a)  Milk  Supply.— There  are  42  Cowkeepers  and  opproxi- 
mately  260  milch  cows  in  the  District.  Six  purveyors  of  milk 
are  registered,  three  of  which  live  outside  the  District.  Most 
of  the  cowkeepers  are  also  milksellers.  A  considerable 
amount  of  condensed  and  dried  milk  is  sold. 

The  cowsheds  were  inspected  75  times  in  the  year.  No 
notices  were  served,  but  in  three  instances  instructions  were 
given  to  limewash  the  premises. 

(b)  Other  Foods. —  The  10  slaughter-houses  were  in¬ 
spected  226  times;  four  required  lime-washing,  which  was 
done  after  verbal  instructions  were  issued. 

2,884lbs.  of  meat,  of  which  673lbs.  was  tuberculous,  was 
surrendered  after  examination  by  the  Inspector  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption,  as  well  as  1,693  tins  of  various  tinned 
foods,  icwt.  2olbs.  of  butter,  104  rabbits,  and  2  boxes  of 
dates. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  visits  the  slaughter-houses  regu¬ 
larly  on  the  usual  days  of  slaughtering.  No  legal  proceed¬ 
ings  were  necessary  during  the  year  for  unsound  food. 

The  eight  bakehouses  were  inspected  18  times.  Two 
notices  were  served  for  insanitary  privies,  which  were  sub- 
squently  converted  to  water  closets. 


Workshops,  Workplaces,  etc. 

The  information  required  by  the  Home  Office  is  set  out- 
in  detail  in  the  following  tables  :  — 
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i.-— INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  AND 

WORKPLACES. 


Premises. 

p 

lumber  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices. 

Prosecu¬ 

tions. 

Factories  (incluring  Factory 
Laundries)  . 

45 

2 

Workshops  (including  Workshop 
Laundries  . 

77 

6 

Workplaces  (other  than  Out¬ 
workers’  Premises  . 

41 

— 

— 

Total . 

163 

8 

— 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND  IN  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS, 

AND  WORKPLACES. 


PARTICULARS. 

Number  of  Defects. 

Number 

of 

Prosecutions. 

Found. 

Remed'd. 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspect'r 

Nuisances  under  P.H. 
Acts— 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

2 

2 

Want  of  Ventilation  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

Other  Nuisances — 

Sanitary  Accommodation, 
unsuitable  or  defective 

8 

6* 

— 

— 

Total . 

10 

8 

— 

— 

*  Remainder  of  work  in  hand. 
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3— HOMEWORK. 


NATURE  OF  WORK. 

Outworkers’  Lists. 

Sending  once  in  the  year. 

Lists. 

Outworkers. 

Contractor 

Workmen. 

Lace  and  Net  Mending . 

4 

4 

10 

Total  . .  ... 

4 

1 

10 

4.— REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS 


Bakehouses 
Dressmakers 
Mineral  Waters 
Millinery 
Joiners 
Packer 
•  Jeweller 

Boot  Repairers 
Printer 
Saddler 
Smiths 

Cabinet  Maker 
Crate  Makers 
Potter 


Wheelwright 
Firewood  Chopper 
Basket  Maker 
Tailor 

Motor  Repairer 


8 

IG 

1 

2 

5 

1 

1 

8 

1 

1 

4 

1 

2 
I 
1 
I 
I 
I 
I 


Total  number  of  Workshops  on  Register  ...  51 


5.— OTHER  MATTERS. 


Action  taken  in  matters  referred 
by  H.M.  Inspector  as  reme¬ 
diable  under  the  Public  Health 
Acts,  but  not  under  the  Fac¬ 
tory  and  Workshop  Acts  (S.  5, 
1901) 


Notified  by  H.M. 
Inspector  . 

Reports  (of  action 
taken)  sent  to 
H.M.  Inspector 
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Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over  Infectious  Diseases. 

In  the  accompanying  tables  the  number  of  notifiable 
diseases  during  1919  is  given,  together  with  those  of  the 
previous  five  years,  the  monthly  incidence  during  1919  is 
shown,  and  in  a  third  table  the  ages  of  the  patients,  with  the 
Wards  in  which  they  live  will  be  seen. 

Number  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified 

during  last  six  years. 


YEAR, 

Diphtheria. 

Erysipelas. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Enteric  Fever. 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum. 

Measles. 

Pneumonia. 

Puerpural  Fever 

cc 

•r-H 

% 

O 

O 

Ph 

Cerehro-spinal 

Meningitis. 

Malaria. 

I919  . 

55 

6 

48 

I 

6 

2  12 

31 

— 

— 

— 

O 

O 

1918  . 

51 

7 

43 

I 

4 

I  98 

— — 

- —  . 

— 

— 

— 

z9 r 7  . 

59 

1 2 

39 

3 

1 

39  1 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

1916  . 

55 

1 1 

96 

2 

2 

89 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

I9I5  . 1 

22 

16 

92 

2 

— 

— 

— 

o 

0 

1 

I 

— 

1 9T4  . 

43 

29 

89 

1 

8 

• — - 

I 

4 

— 

— 

Infectious  Diseases  notified  in  1919. 


MONTH. 

Diphtheria 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Erysipelas  1 

Enteric 

Fever 

Ophthalmia 

Neonator’m 

Measles 

Pneumon  a 

Malaria 

Number  sent 
to  Hospital. 

Diph¬ 

theria. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

January  ... 

3 

4 

•  •  • 

I 

•  •  4 

I 

February 

1 

•  .  • 

I 

I 

.  .  . 

I 

-  •  • 

.  .  . 

I 

•  .  • 

I 

March 

9 

2 

.  •  • 

•  •  . 

I 

4 

8 

I 

8 

•  •  • 

April 

7 

2 

I 

2 

6 

I 

5 

2 

May 

16 

12 

2 

.  .  . 

I 

9 

4 

•  •  • 

1 1 

7 

June 

7 

1 

.  •  • 

•  .  • 

I 

56 

3 

•  .  • 

4 

1 

July 

•  •  • 

2 

•  a  • 

2 

81 

2 

•  •  • 

1 

August  ... 

•  •  • 

2 

I 

#  •  • 

29 

2 

I 

•  •  • 

2 

September 

•  •  • 

1 

I 

I 

2 

3 

. . . 

•  •  • 

1 

October  ... 

2 

1 1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

z4 

1 

«  •  • 

•  •  • 

8 

November 

3 

2 

•  •  • 

11 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

December 

7 

9 

... 

2 

2 

1 

5 

1 

... 

55 

48 

6 

I 

6 

212 

31 

3 

31 

29 

I 

25 

Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year  1919. 


Number  of  Cases  notified. 

Total  Cases  notified 
in  each  Locality 

T3 

<u 

1 

rS)  1 

At  nges — Years. 

(c.g.  Parish  or  Ward) 
of  the  District. 

v> 

0  . 

n  ^ 

CD 

f-H  *  r-H 1 

Notifiable  Disease. 

<D 

15 

<1 

Under  1. 

PD 

r s 

-*-» 

M 

10 

M 

O 

IO 

A 

n 

0 

-*-» 

10 

t— 1 

25  to  45. 

in 

VO 

O 

in 

65  and  upwards 

Old 

Whittington. 

New 

Whittington. 

Whittington 

Moor. 

Newbold 

Moor. 

Newbold. 

C/2  c/2 

02  O 

<£  K 

4)  0 

_ _ , 

-4-* 

C 

Eh 

Small-pox 

1  ••• 

, . 

Cholera  (c)  Plague  (p)  ... 
Diphtheria  (including 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

. . . 

Membranous  Croup)  ... 

55 

19 

30 

4 

2 

•  •  • 

1 1 

37 

1 

4 

2 

31 

Erysipelas 

6 

.  .  • 

.  .  . 

•  •  - 

3 

2 

1 

2 

3 

. , . 

0 

... 

Scarlet  Fever 

48 

16 

30 

2 

.  .  • 

3 

25 

5 

7 

8 

29 

Typhus  Fever 

... 

... 

.  •  . 

.  . . 

•  •  • 

... 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

1 

,  ,  . 

1 

•  •  • 

. . . 

Relapsing  Fever  (r) 

•  •  • 

•  .  • 

.  •  . 

.  .  . 

... 

Continued  Fever  (c) 

•  •  • 

r  •  • 

.  .  • 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

*  .  • 

.  .. 

• .  - 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

. . . 

Poliomyelitis 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

•  >  • 

. . . 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

6 

6 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

2 

1 

0 

2 

1 

. . . 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

26 

I 

8 

12 

5 

3 

4 

1 1 

6 

2 

. . » 

Other  Forms  of 

5 

1 

I 

1 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

3 

... 

1 

1 

... 

Malaria 

3 

•  •  • 

... 

3 

... 

... 

1 

2 

•  •  • 

Measles 

212 

5 

104 

IOO 

2 

1 

30 

136 

18 

17 

11 

> . . 

Pneumonia 

3i 

4 

6 

5 

8 

4 

7 

18 

2 

1 

3 

. . . 

During  the  year  the  following  diseases  have  been  made 
notifiable: — Acute  Primary  Pneumonia,  and  acute  Influenzal 
Pneumonia,  Malaria,  Dysentery  and  Trench  Fever,  Acute 
Encephalitis  Lethargica,  and  Acute  Polio-Encephalitis.  The 
Council  have  appointed  a  small  sub-committee  for  the  purpose 
of  providing  nursing  assistance  for  patients  suffering  from 
pneumonia,  and  arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  local 
medical  practitioners  to  inform  me  when  such  assistance  is 
required  and  cannot  be  obtained  privately. 

The  incidence  of  infectious  disease  in  the  District  dur¬ 
ing  the  year  is  practically  the  same  as  in  1918,  and  the 
Ward  distribution  is  also  similar  except  for  Measles,  which 
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occurred  chiefly  at  New  Whittington,  a  part  of  the  District 
which  has  been  comparatively  free  from  this  disease  for  some 
years,  and  hence  contained  an  unusually  large  number  of 
children  unprotected  by  a  previous  attack. 

DIPHTHERIA.- — Out  of  the  55  cases  notified  37  oc¬ 
curred  at  New  Whittington,  31  were  sent  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital.  Most  of  the  cases  were  mild  in  type,  though  un¬ 
fortunately  3  ended  fatally.  A  table  has  been  prepared  to 
show  the  Ward  incidence  of  this  disease  during  the  period  of 
the  war,  from  which  it  appears  that  most  cases  have  occurred 


New 

Whittington. 

I  do  not  think  that 

insanitary 

condi- 

ms  were  the  chief 

cause  of 

the  continuance  of  the 

disease 

DIPHTHERIA. 

Old 

New  Whittington  Newbold 

Year. 

Whittington.  Whittington. 

Moor.  Moor. 

Newbold. 

Total. 

I9J4 

...  17 

— 

6  14 

6 

43 

l9[S 

5 

<-> 

0 

2  10 

2 

22 

1916 

1 0 

25 

4  9 

>- 

/ 

r*  .«* 

0  0 

1 9 1 7 

10 

41 

4  3 

I 

59 

1918 

...  17 

1 7 

5  5 

7 

51 

1919 

11 

37 

1  4 

2 

55 

(for  New  Whittington  is  no  worse  than  the  other  Wards  in 
the  District),  but  that  an  undiscovered  “carrier”  was  the 
means  of  spreading  the  infection.  By  taking  swabs  from 
the  contacts  of  each  case  we  were  able  to  discover  “carriers” 
in  three  instances  and  take  measures  to  prevent  them  spread¬ 
ing  the  disease;  otherwise  this  undoubtedly  would  have  oc¬ 
curred,  for  until  T916  this  Ward  has  been  practically  free 
from  diphtheria  for  many  years. 

SCARLET  FEVER.— 48  cases  were  notified  during  the 
year,  and  again  New  Whittington  heads  the  list  with  25 
cases.  The  others  were  scattered  fairly  evenly  in  the  other 


Wards, 

as  will  be 

seen  from 

the  table 

:  — 

Old 

New  Whittington 

Newbold 

Year. 

Whittington 

WTiittington. 

Moor. 

Moor. 

Newbold. 

Total. 

I9J4 

...  36 

5 

25 

14 

9 

89 

*9^ 

]  6 

7 

1  8 

38 

1 1 

90 

1916 

20 

3° 

20 

1 6 

7 

93 

1917 

...  17 

4 

10 

7 

2 

39 

1918 

•••  5 

16 

9 

0 

IO 

43 

1919 

'■y 

0 

25 

5 

7 

r 

8 

48 

27 


The  type  of  disease  was  mild,  and  on  that  account  was 
most  difficult  to  control.  One  case  in  the  Newbold  Moor 
Ward  was  a  “return”  case,  the  disease  being  contracted  from 
a  sister  who  developed  a  nasal  discharge  a  few  days  after 
returning  home  from  the  Isolation  Hospital.  Twenty-nine 
out  of  the  48  cases  were  removed  to  Hospital.  There  was 
no  fatal  case. 


ENTERIC  FEVER. — There  was  one  case  only  of  this 
disease  this  year,  which  was  contracted  by  a  sailor  before  he 
reached  home  on  leave;  fortunately  it  was  mild  in  character. 
From  the  table  it  will  be  seen  that  for  some  years  there  have 
been  few  cases  of  enteric  fever  in  the  district. 


Year. 


Old  New  "Whittington  Newbold 

Whittington.  "Whittington.  Moor.  Moor. 


Newboid. 


Total. 


I914  ...  I 

t 9T5  •••  — 

1916  ...  — 

1917  ...  1 

1918  ...  — 

1919  ... 


•1 

2 

1 

1 


1 


1 


1 


1 

2 
2 

0 

I 

I 


ERYSIPELAS. — There  were  6  cases  of  erysipelas  during 
the  year,  all  in  the  Whittington  Wards;  on  reference  to 
the  table  it  will  be  seen  that  during  the  last  six  years  there 


has  been 

a  progressive 

decline  in 

the 

incidence 

of  this 

disease. 

Old 

Year.  Whittington. 

New 

Whitting 

Whittington 
ton.  Moor. 

Newbold 

Moor.  Newbold, 

Total, 

1914  ... 

3 

5 

9 

10 

2 

29 

T915  .. 

4  : 

2 

5 

4 

1 

16 

1916 

4 

6 

— 

4 

■ — • 

14 

1917  .. 

0 , 

— 

3 

5 

1 

12 

1918 

1 

2 

3 

— 

1 

7 

1919 

1 

2 

6 

- — - 

— 

6 

MEASLES. — There  were  212  cases  of  measles  this  year, 
all  of  which  recovered.  One  hundred  and  thirty-six  of  these 
were  at  New  Whittington,  which  (as  noted  above),  having- 
had  no  serious  epidemic  for  some  time,  contained  a  large 
number  of  children  who  were  unprotected  by  a  previous 
attack,  and  for  this  reason  the  outbreak  was  not  unexpected. 
This  disease,  which  has  only  been  notifiable  since  1916,  ceases 
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to  be  so  at  the  end  of  this  year.  Owing  to  the  fact  that 
measles  is  highly  infectious  for  four  days  before  the  rash 
appears  by  which  it  is  recognised,  all  susceptible  children 
in  the  house  where  a.  case  occurs  will  have  been  exposed  to 
infection  before  it  is  possible  to  notify  it,  hence  as  a  measure 
of  control  of  the  spread  notification  fails.  From  the  patients 
point  of  view,  if  it  were  possible  to  provide  hospital  treatment, 
notification  would  be  of  great  service,  for  measles  is  a  severe 
and  often  fatal  disease  of  children  chiefly  owing  to  bronchitis 
and  pneumonia  that  so  frequently  complicate  it.  However, 
owing  to  the  rapidity  in  which  measles  spreads  it  would  be 
necessary,  if  effective  hospital  treatment  is  to  be  offered,  to 
maintain  in  every  centre  of  population  a  large  hospital  that 
would  necessarily  be  empty  during  the  intervals  between 
epidemics. 

The  incidence  of  the  disease  since  1916  is  shown  in  the 
table,  from  which  is  will  be  seen  that  New  Whittington  was 
chiefly  affected  this  year,  and  Old  Whittington  and  the  Moor 
Wards  in  1917. 


Old  New  Whittington  Newbold 


Year. 

Whittington. 

Whittington. 

Moor. 

Moor. 

Newbold. 

Total. 

1916... 

37 

28 

9 

16 

4 

94 

I9I7  — 

...  122 

9 

122 

I33 

5 

39i 

J918... 

49 

1 5 

54 

5° 

3° 

198 

I9I9... 

30 

T36 

18 

17 

1 1 

212 

MALARIA. — There  were  3  cases  notified  during  the  year 
in  soldiers  who  had  contracted  the  disease  abroad. 

PNEUMONIA.- — Thirty-one  cases  were  notified  of 

« 

primary  or  influenzal  pneumonia  during  the  year.  With  the 
exception  of  the  first  two  months  of  the  year  and  November, 
no  months  has  been  free  from  this  disease.  Seven  cases  were 
at-  Old  Whittington,  18  at  New  Whittington,  2  at  Whitting¬ 
ton  Moor,  t  at  Newbold  Moor,  and  3  at  Newbold.  Mention 
has  been  previously  made  of  the  steps  the  Council  have  taken 
to  provide  trained  nurses  for  suitable  cases,  but  fortunately 
none  were  required  during  the  year. 
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INFLUENZA.— During  the  year  24  deaths  occurred 
from  influenza,  17  of  which  being  complicated  by  bronchitis 
or  pneumonia.  Twenty  occurred  in  the  first  four  months,  and 
4  in  the  last  three  months  af  the  year.  In  1918  there  were 
97  deaths  from  this  disease.  Owing  to  the  possibility  of 
there  being  another  epidemic  of  this  disease  the  Ministry  of 
Health  have,  as  you  are  aware,  issued  a  special  memorandum 
of  this  subject,  in  which  the  steps  the  Local  Authorities  are 
advised  to  take  are  set  out  in  detail.  They  have  also  ar¬ 
ranged  to  issue  to  the  medical  practitioners  serum  for  preven¬ 
tive  inoculation. 

Bacteriological  Aids  to  Diagnosis. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  specimens  from 
the  District  examined  in  the  County  Council  Laboratory 
during  1919  :  — 


Disease. 

Positive. 

Result : 
Negative. 

Total 

Diphtheria  . 

7 

T34 

141 

Phthisis  .  , 

2 

10 

12 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

1 

1 

2 

10 

*45 

*55 

The  number  of  specimens  of  blood  taken  for  the  Wasser- 
man  reaction  is  not  stated,  as  this  is  dealt  with  in  the  County 
Medical  Officer’s  Deport  on  Venereal  Diseases. 

There  were  13  positive  and  12  negative  examinations 
made  of  specimens  of  hair  taken  by  the  School  Nurses  from 
suspected  cases  of  ringworm. 


ANTI-DIPHTHERITIC  SERUM.— Much  use  has  been 
made  by  the  medical  practitioners  of  the  District  of  the 
arrangement  the  Council  have  made  to  supply  serum  when 
requested.  During  the  year  41  cases  of  4,000  units  of  anti¬ 
toxin  were  issued. 
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Prevalence  of,  and  Control  of  Tuberculosis. 


The  accompanying  tables  show  the  age,  sex,  and  Ward 
distribution  of  all  cases  on  the  books  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 

Cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  at  end  of  1919. 


Age. 

Hi 

• 

0 

VO 

1 

h- 1 

1-0 

Hf 

1 

10 

cs 

VO 

M 

»o 

ro 

1 

O 

cs 

35-45 

Males 

7 

I  S 

18 

1 2 

Females 

5 

17 

T4 

7 

Total 

12 

32 

32 

19 

'-0 

VO 

1 

O) 

j 

VO 

v. O 

1 

vO 

VO 

65  and 

over 

All 

Ages. 

Ward  1 

Ward  2 

CO 

"3 

r 

o3 

& 

T3 

r 

cS 

£ 

T3 

r 

c3 

£ 

4 

I 

1 

58 

13 

1 1 

19 

12 

3 

6 

... 

•  •  • 

49 

9 

8 

15 

8 

9 

10 

I 

1 

107 

22 

19 

34 

20 

12 

Cases  of  other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis  at  end  of  1919. 


Age. 

HH 

1 

0 

VO 

1 

M 

►— t 

1 

VO 

vo 

<N 

1 

O 

M 

vo 

CO 

1 

VO 

M 

35-45 

Males  ... 

3 

12 

2 

2 

Females 

... 

J 

2 

5 

6 

I 

1 

Total 

5 

W 

•8 

3 

1 

All 

Ages 

Ward  1 

Ward  2 

CO 

r 

as 

£ 

U 

03 

£ 

VO 

T3 

£ 

19 

8 

4 

I 

5 

I- 

15 

10 

1 

I 

3 

... 

34 

18 

5 

2 

8 

I 

During  the  year  the  following  notifications  wrere  re¬ 
ceived  : — Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  26  cases;  other  forms  of 
Tuberculosis,  5  cases.  There'  were  7  deaths  from  lung 
diseases,  5  males  and  2  females,  and  3  from  other  forms 
of  Tuberculosis,  1  male  and  2  females.  The  death  rates  re¬ 
spectively  being  0.3  and  0.05.  Although  there  have  been 
x  fewer  deaths  from  this  disease  than  in  any  year  since  the 
Districts  were  amalgamated  in  1911,  the  total  number  suffer¬ 
ing  from  tuberculosis  remain  practically  the  same  as  in  1914. 
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The  attack  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  is  as  in  1914, 
5.4  for  lung  disease  and  1.7  for  other  forms;  these  rates  are 
calculated  from  the  actual  number  of  cases  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  for  when  dealing  with  a  chronic  disease  like  tubercu¬ 
losis  the  notifications  received  during  the  year  give  no  idea 
of  the  prevalence  of  the  disease.  In  the  table  the  notifications 
and  deaths  since  1912  for  phthisis  and  since  1913  for  other 
forms  of  tuberculosis  will  be  seen. 


1.  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 


YEAR. 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

Notifications 

28 

87 

62 

16 

18 

24 

18 

26 

Attack  Rate 

•  • 

5-8 

5-4 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

5.4 

No.  on  Register  at 
end  of  year 

•  • 

104 

98 

Re 

;cords 

iot  kep 

t. 

107 

No.  of  Deaths  . . 

11 

i5 

21 

23 

14 

25 

21 

7 

Death  Rate 

0  6 

. 

0.8 

1 . 1 

1  3 

0.8 

0.8 

1 

0-3 

2.  Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis. 


YEAR. 

1913 

1914 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

Notifications 

31 

19 

7 

18 

8 

4 

5 

Attack  Rate 

•  • 

i-7 

*  • 

• 

•  • 

i-7 

No.  on  Register  at  end  of 
year 

•  • 

32 

Re 

;cords  not  kep 

t. 

34 

No.  of  Deaths  . . 

5 

6 

3 

5 

6 

5 

1 

Death  Rate 

0.28 

o.33 

0.17 

0.17  |  0.4 

0.23 

0.05 

When  in  1912  pulmonary  tuberculosis  became  notifiable 
(whether  it  occurred  in  private  practice  or  not)  it  was  found 
that  the  cases  that  were  brought  to  light  were  in  a  too  far 
an  advanced  stage  for  effective  treatment,  as  in  many  cases 
the  patients  did  not  seek  advice  until  they  were  quite  unable 
to  work.  To  meet  this  difficulty  for  two  years  before  the 
war  I  examined  at  the  office-  the  contacts  of  the  notified  cases 


if  they  were  not  in  good  health,  and  sent  all  suspicions  cases 
for  treatment  at  the  Dispensary.  On  referring  to  the  table 
the  effect  of  this  action  on  the  number  of  notifications  will 
be  seen,  but  although  there  was  a  great  increase  in  cases 
these  were  chiefly  in  an  early  stage  of  the  disease,  and  so  were 
more  amenable  to  treatment.  I  hope  that  in  the  future  it 
will  be  possible  to  revert  to  this  method,  for  it  appears  to  me 
to  be  the  only  way  to  reach  the  cases  when  the  disease  is  in 
a  curable  stage.  The  result  of  these  efforts  will  be  seen 
from  the  following  figures  : — Out  of  a  total  of  141  cases  at  the 
end  of  this  year  80  are  able  to  work  and  14  can  attend  school. 
There  are  now  77  males  and  64  females  in  the  District  suffer¬ 
ing  from  tuberculosis;  of  this  number  17  are  discharged 
soldiers,  whilst  there  are  14  boys  and  8  girls  of  school  age. 
A  detailed  list  of  the  occupations  of  all  the  cases  is  ap¬ 
pended  :  — - 

Occupations  of  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  on  Register 

at  end  of  1919. 


Occupation. 

Males. 

Female 

School  . 

14 

8 

Errand  Girl  . 

2 

Insurance  Agent . 

1 

.  .  .  - 

Coal  Miner  . 

16 

— 

Labourer  . 

4 

— 

Fitter  . 

0 

— 

Iron  Worker  . 

4 

*  .  .  - 

Crane  Driver . 

«■*> 

0 

— 

Striker  . ■ . 

1 

•  t  .  - 

Brass  Turner  . 

1 

«  0  .  - 

Lamp  Cleaner  . 

1 

. . .  — 

Blacksmith  . 

1 

. . .  — 

Wagon  Works  . 

T 

. . .  - — 

Bailwaymen  . 

0 

. . .  — 

Potteryhand  . 

2 

...  2 

Clerk  . 

1. 

1 

Shop  Assistant  . 

I 

0 

Box  Wrapper  . 

— 

I 

Housework  ...  .• . 

— 

3  2 

Tailoress  . 

— 

1 

Dressmaker  . 

— 

r 

Jam  Factory  worker  ... 

— 

A 

...  ^ 

Discharged  Soldiers  ... 

1 1 

• 

•  90 

I 


Formerly  Gas  Worker 

Engineer  .  3 

Coal  Miner  ...  3 

,,  Greengrocer  ...  1 

Gardener .  1 

,y  Baker .  1 

j,  Ironworker  ...  3 

5,  Potfceryhand  ...  1 

,,  Railwayman  ...  1 

, ,  Wagon  Works  1 

. ,  Farmer  .  1 

No  Occupation  ......  4 

Total  ...  . .  77 

The  scheme  of  treatment  of  the  County  Council  has 
been  detailed  in  previous  reports,  the  extent  of  which  the 
patients  in  this  District  avail  themselves  of  it  will  be  evident 
from  the  following  figures  which  have  been  obtained  from  the 
records  of  all  cases  on  the  books  at  the  end  of  the  year: — : 
51  have  received  Sanatorium  treatment  and  61  attend  the 
Dispensary.  Ten  cases  requiring  surgical  treatment  were 
treated  in  the  neighbouring  hospitals. 

The  Health  Visitors  made  778  visits  to  the  homes  of 
the  notified  cases  during  the  year.  From  reports  made  I  have 
tabulated  the  information  obtained  as  follows:  — 


9 

64 


General  Surroundings. 

Cleanliness. 

Sleeping  Accommodation. 

Good. 

Fair. 

Bad. 

Good. 

Fair. 

Bad. 

separate 

bed. 

separate 

bedroom 

neither. 

65 

64 

12 

82 

54  - 

5 

24 

45 

72 

It  will  be  noted  that  72  cases  out  of  141  have  neither 
separate  bed  or  bedroom.  This  large  proportion  unfortunately 
is  dependant  on  the  general  shortage  of  houses  and  cannot 
be  properly  met  until  these  are  built.  In  6  instances  shelters 
have  been  provided,  and  more  would  have  been  if  it  had  been 
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possible  to  obtain  suitable  places  near  the  patients’  home  on 
"which  to  erect  them.  The  part  played  by  providing  good 
housing  accommodation  in  preventing  the  spread  of  tuber¬ 
culosis  is  generally  admitted,  and  whilst  it  appears  almost 
unnecessary  to  labour  the  point,  it  is  obvious  that  the  present 
housing  shortage  is  bound  to  cause  an  increase  of  the  disease, 
and  so  no  effort  should  be  spared  in  providing  sufficient 
houses  for  the  needs  of  the  district. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

The  District  Council  (who  adopted  the  Notification  r.f 
Births  Act  in  1912)  have  provided  Infant  Welfare  Centres  at 
Whittington  Moor  and  New  Whittington.  They,  by  arrange¬ 
ment  with  the  County  Council,  obtained  the  services  of  the 
School  Nurse  and  Health  Visitor  to  carry  out  the  necessary 
work  under  the  Act,  and  during  the  war  had  the  advantage 
of  the  services  of  Dr.  Pooler,  medical  officer  for  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Scheme  of  the  County  Council,  at  the 
Welfare  Centres,  which  work  I  took  over  on  my  return  from 
military  service.  During  the  2nd  quarter  of  the  year  another 
Health  Visitor  wa.s  appointed,  so  that  now  two  are  working 
in  the  District.  On  September  1st  the  Ministry  of  Health 
made  an  order  transferring  the  powers  of  the  Council  under 
the  Notification  of  Births  Act  to  the  County  Council,  who 
also  took  charge  of  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres.  However,  I 
have  included  the  work  done  for  the  last  quarter  in  the  tables 
so  that  the  full  year’s  work  may  be  seen. 


Work  under  Notification  of  Births  Act. 


Home  Visits.  1st  < 

Quarter. 

2nd  Quarter. 

3rd  Quarter. 

4th  Quarter. 

Total. 

Eirst  visits  . . . 

I IO 

130 

127 

153 

520 

Be-visits  . 

293 

43° 

5°5 

489 

1717 

Visits  to  chil¬ 

dren  under  1 

year  of  age 

8l 

174 

Tt- 

H 

co 

5T4 

1083 

Attendances  at  Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

WHITTINGTON  MOOB  CENTBE. 


Average  Attendances.  1st 

Quarter. 

2nd  Quarter. 

3rd  Quarter. 

4th  Quarter. 

Mothers  . 

27 

38 

35 

36 

Babies  . 

25 

33 

31 

34 

Toddlers  . 

6 

5 

6 

10 

Number  of  Meet- 

ings . 

12 

9 

1 1 

13 

Total  45. 


Number  of  babies  on  register  for  year,  186. 


NEW  WHITTINGTON  CENTRE. 

Average  Attendances.  1st  Quarter.  2nd  Quarter.  3rd  Quarter.  4th  Quarter. 

Mothers  .  8  16  17  13 

Babies  .  17  14  15  I3 

Toddlers .  9  5  5  5 

Number  of  Meet 

ings . 


Number  of  babies  on  register  for  year,  92. 

The  appointment  of  a  second  Health  Visitor  during  the 
second  quarter  is  responsible  for  the  marked  increase  in  the 
number  of  re-visits  to  the  homes  and  visits  to  children  over  1 
year  of  age  that  occurred  during  the  remaining  part  of  the 
year. 

The  object  of  the  Health  Visitors’  home  visits  is  the  pre¬ 
vention  of  disease,  though  they  often  feel  that  they  could 
spend  all  their  time  at  purely  nursing  work.  Whilst  I  agree 
with  the  great  importance  of  such  work,  I  feel  that  this 
should  be  undertaken  by  District  Nurses.  At  present  only 
Old  Whittington  has  a  District  Nurse,  though  in  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  Moor  Wards,  where  there  is  a  population  of  8,588, 
there  should  be  enough  work  to  fully  occupy  the  time  of 
another  nurse,  and  I  hope  that  the  inhabitants  of  these 
Wards  will  follow  the  lead  of  those  at  Old  Whittington  and 
have  their  own  District  Nurse. 

The  attendances  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres,  as  the 
table  shows,  have  been  well  maintained  throughout  the  year. 
The  New  Whittington  Centre,  which  has  only  been  opened 
just  over  a  }mar,  is  naturally  a  much  smaller  one,  for  it 
serves  a  smaller  population  than  the  Whittington  Moor  one, 
which  now  lias  been  in  existence  for  four  years.  The  work  at 
both  centres  is  carried  out  in  the  same  way  as  in  the  others 
belonging  to  the  County  Council.  Each  centre  is  onen  once 
a  week,  and  is  in  charge  of  the  Health  Visitor  for  the  area. 


7  6  8  12 

Total  33. 
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who  is  assisted  by  a  voluntary  committee ;  the  Medical 
Officer  visits  the  centres  fortnightly.  In  making  these 
centres  a  success  much  depends  on  the  Health  Visi¬ 
tors  and  their  assistants,  who  often  have  to  display  con¬ 
siderable  tact  and  discretion  in  overcoming  the  prejudice  that 
mothers  often  show  in  the  treatment  of  their  infants.  It 
is  evident  from  the  figures  given  that  both  the  Nurses  and 
their  band  of  helpers  are  to  be  congratulated  on  the  result 
of  their  efforts. 

STILL  BIRTHS. — Nineteen  still  births  occurred  this 
year,  a  figure  which  previous  reports  show  to  be  the  normal 
number  for  the  District.  They  were  due  as  far  as  could  be 
ascertained  to: — Lowered  state  of  health  of  the  mother  due 
to  worry,  one  case  ;  fright,  two ;  eight  were  attributed  to  a  fall 
shortly  before  confinement ;  one  was  a  twin,  the  other  child 
living;  two  were  due  to  syphilis;  one  to  deformity  of  pelvis; 
and  in  four  cases  there  was  no  known  cause. 


Infant  Mortality,  1919. 
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Infant  Deaths. 


Year. 

Wi5 

1916 

1917 

1918 

r9T9 

Number  of  deaths  under 
one  year . . 

67 

5° 

47 

59 

46 

Infant  Mortality  per  i,occ 
births . 

126 

104 

104 

122 

102 

Ditto  in  England  and 
Wales . 

1 10 

91 

97 

97 

89 

The  table  shows  the  Infant  Mortality  in  this  District  and 
for  England  and  Wales  during  the  last  five  years,  from  which 
it  will  be  seen  that  this  year  has  the  lowest  mortality.  Un¬ 
fortunately  the  deaths  of  illegitimate  infants  this  year  is  very 
high;  there  were  5  deaths  to  10  illegitimate  births.  In  the 
next  table  the  causes  of  death  in  infants  during  the  last  five 
years  are  shown.  On  comparing  this  year  with  the  others 
it  will  be  noted  that  there  were  no  deaths  from  diarrhoea, 
infectious  diseases,  or  tuberculosis,  although  the  death-rate 
from  respiratory  diseases  is  much  higher  than  it  has  been 
since  1915-  The  deaths  from  developmental  diseases, 
meningitis  and  convulsions'  continue  to  be  greatly  in  the 
majority,  as  they  have  been  since  1911,  in  which  year  (owing 
to  the  epidemic  of  diarrhoea)  they  were  second  on  the  list. 
The  average  mortality  per  1,000  births  since  1911  from  these 
cguses  is  76.  Unfortunately  it  is  not  easy  to  reduce  this 
high  death-rate,  though  in  some  Districts  Ante-Natal  Clinics 
have  been  started  with  this  object  in  view.  This  measure, 
however,  important  as  it  is,  cannot  effect  much  without  a 
good  standard  of  sanitation  in  the  homes  and  their  surround¬ 
ings.  I  therefore  suggest  that  you  should  concentrate  all 
your  efforts  on  the  latter  before  an  ante-natal  clinic  is  started, 
for  owing  to  the  war  it  became  impossible  to  continue,  under 
the  Housing  Regulations,  the  structural  alterations  and  im¬ 
provements  of  houses  necessary,  so  that  we  are  faced  with  a 
large  accumulation  of  work  in  all  parts  of  this  District. 
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Infantile  Deaths  per  1000  Births  during 
the  last  five  years. 


Puerperal  Fever. 

Yea-. 

19 r  5 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

From  the  table  it  will  be  seen  that  there  has  been  no  case 
of  this  disease  for  two  years,  which  is  highly  satisfactory  and 
reflects  credit  on  the  manner  the  Midwives  of  this  District 
conduct  their  cases;  only  three  out  of  the  seven  practising 
in  the  area  are  certified,  the  others  being  “bona-fide”  midwives 
at  the  passing  of  the  Act,  and  so  were  admitted  to  the  Roll  of 
Midwives  without  examination. 

OPTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. — Six  cases  occurred 
during  the  year  in  various  parts  of  the  District.  The  import¬ 
ance  of  this  disease  is  due  to  the  fact  that  it  has  been  shown 


Old  New  Whittington  Newbold 

Whittington.  Whittington.  Moor.  Moor.  Newbold.  Total. 


I 
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to  be  the  chief  cause  of  blindness  in  this  country  if  active 
treatment  is  not  immediately  obtained.  One  of  the  six  cases 
this  year  actually  did  have  both  eyes  destroyed  owing  to  the 
case  not  being  notified  early  enough.  The  facts  were  reported 
to  the  local  supervising  authority,  who  took  the  Midwife  be¬ 
fore  the  Central  Midwives  Board.  The  other  five  cases  of 
ophthalmia  all  made  a  good  recovery. 


The  incidence  of  this  disease  during  the  last  five  years 
is  :  — 


Year. 


Old  New  Whittington  Newbold 

Whittington.  Whittington.  Moor.  Moor. 


Newbold. 


1915  — 

1916  I 

1917 

1918  — 

1919  2 


1 


1 


1 

1 


3 

2 


Total. 


2 

I 

4 

6 


MEASLES.— During  the  year  there  were  5  cases  in  in¬ 


fants  under  1  year  and  104  cases  between  1  and  5  years.  All 
recovered. 


WHOOPING  COUGH.— There  has  been  no  death  from 
this  disease  during  the  year. 


DIABKHCEA. — Two  deaths  occurred  this  year  in 
children  between  1  and  2  years  of  age. 

POLIOMYELITIS.— There  has  been  no  cases  notified 
in  the  District  during  the  year. 
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Sanitary  Administration  Staff. 

The  Staff  consists  of  the  Medical  Officer,  who  is  not  a 
whole-time  official,  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  who  is  as¬ 
sisted  by  a  boy  in  the  office  and  the  part-time  services  of  two 
Health  Visitors  who  belong  to  the  County  Council  Staff.  By 
arrangement  with  the  County  Council  two  of  their  Health 
Visitors  made  the  home  visits  under  the  Notification  of 
Births  Act  and  attended  the  two  Infant  Welfare  Centres. 
This  work  was  by  order  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  taken  over 
by  the  County  Council  on  September  ist.  In  a  district  of 
this  size  and  population  there  is  much  need  of  the  services  of 
another  Inspector,  whose  time  would  be  fully  occupied  in 
carrying  out  the  work  of  the  Housing  Regulations  alone,  and 
at  the  present  time  when  so  much  repair  work  is-  necessary  in 
the  houses  of  the  District  the  only  way  to  carry  out  the  real 
intention  of  the  Regulations,  which  is  a  continuous  house  to 
house  inspection,  is  to  make  such  an  appointment. 

Hospital  Accommodation. 

The  Isolation  Hospital  at  Penmore  serves  a  population 
estimated  last  year  at  62,720.  It  is  controlled  by  a  Com¬ 
mittee  composed  of  members  from  each  District  served.  The 
Hospital  has  60  beds.  The  cases  treated  from  this-  District 
during  1919  were  31  cases  of  Diphtheria-  out  of  a  total  of  55 
notified,  29  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  out  of  48  notified,  and  3 
cases  of  Scabies.  No  case  was  refused  for  lack  of  accommo¬ 
dation.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  Chesterfield  is  in 
charge  of  the  Hospital. 

The  Adoptive  Acts  in  force  in  the  district  are  :  — 

Private  Streets  Acts,  1892. 

The  Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  1890  (Parts  2  &  3). 

The  Infectious  Disease  Prevention  Act,  1890. 

The  Public  Health  Act  Amendment  Act,  1907  (Parts 

2,  3’  4  &  5). 
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The  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907,  was  administered 
by  the  District  Council  until  September  1st,  when  the  work 
was  taken  over  by  the  County  Council. 

Arrangements  for  Chemical  and  Bacteriological 

Work. 

Specimens  sent  from  this  district  are  examined  in  the 
County  Council’s  Laboratory.  In  the  section  of  this  Report 
on  Infectious  Diseases  a  table  of  the  number  of  specimens  sent 
during  the  year  will  be  found. 
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(i)  General  Housing  Conditions  of  the  District. 

1.  There  are  3,837  houses  in  the  district,  of  which  3,452 
are  for  the  working  classes.  Twenty-eight  houses  for  the 
working  classes  are  now  being  erected  between  Old  and  New 
Whittington. 

2.  The  estimated  population  for  this  year  is  19,500.  It 
is  not  anticipated  that  there  will  be  any  notable  reduction  of 
the  population  of  the  district  unless  houses  are  provided  near 
the  men’s  work  for  that  large  section  of  the  community  who 
use  the  district  merely  as  a  dormitory.  In  the  accompanying 
table,  compiled  from  applications  for  extra  rations  by  those 
on  heavy  work  in  April,  1918,  the  number  living  in  each 
Ward  who  either  work  in  or  outside  the  district  is  shown  to¬ 
gether  with  the  approximate  distance  they  are  from  their 
work, 
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3a.  There  are  no  empty  houses,  and  it  is  estimated  that 
during  the  next  three  years  559  houses  will  be  required,  which 
has  been  arrived  at  as  follows  :  — 

(i.)  To  meet  the  unsatisfied  demand  for  houses,  488 — 

(  Overcrowding,  123. 

made  up  thus  .Houses  containing  more  than  1  family,  245. 

To  provide  for  actual  increase  in  3  years,  120. 

(ii.)  To  replace  houses  unfit  and  cannot  be  made  fit,  50. 
(iii.)  To  replace  those  falling  below  a  reasonable  standard,  21. 

6.  Towards  this  number  559  houses  required,  183  will 
be  built  by  persons  other  than  the  Local  Authority,  leaving 
a  total  of  376  to  be  provided  by  the  Council.  The  scheme 
already  adopted  by  the  Council  under  Section  I  of  the 
Housing,  Town  Planning  Act,  1919,  will  provide  314  houses, 
leaving  a  balance  of  62  to  be  dealt  with  later. 

'  •  -s 

(II)  Overcrowding. 

1.  There  are  123  houses  overcrowded  on  the  basis  of 
more  than  two  occupants  per  room. 

2.  The  cause  of  the  overcrowding  is  that  private  enter¬ 
prise  has  failed  to  satisfy  the  housing  needs  of  the  district 
for  many  years.  The  census  of  1911  revealed  136  cases  of 
overcrowding,  and  since  then  only  213  houses  have  been 
built  and  none  during  the  last  3  years. 

3.  It  has  been  impossible  to  relieve  the  overcrowding 
during  the  year,  but  the  Council  have  taken  active  steps  with 
their  housing  schemes,  and  on  one  site  28  houses  are  in  the 
course  of  erection.  They  have  also  decided  to  put  up  20  Army 
huts  in  the  Newbold  Moor  Ward  on  a  site  off  Dark  Lane  and 
make  the  necessary  alterations  to  them  to  divide  each  into 
two,  so  that  40  families^  can  be  accommodated.  The  huts  will 
be  set  out  on  the  scale  of  12  to  the  acre,  so  that  each  tenant 
may  have  some  land  as  a  garden. 
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(III)  Fitness  of  Houses. 


1a.  The  major 

ity  of  the  houses 

in  the  district  belong  to 

the  four-roomed  typ 

e,  as  will  be  seen 

from  the  following  table 

taken  from  the  census  returns  of  19 

1 1  :  — 

No.  of  rooms 

No.  of 

Number 

in  tenement. 

tenements 

overcrowded. 

1 

6 

1 

2 

63 

8 

3 

151 

23 

4 

1 7  39 

90 

5 

814 

J3 

6 

579 

1 

7 

86 

— 

8 

65 

— 

9 

24 

— 

10  and  over 

32 

— 

Total  3559 

136 

There  are  77  baek-to-back  houses  as  follows:  — 

Old  Whittington  Ward — 10  in  Newbridge  Lane. 

New  Whittington  Ward—  6  at  Inkerman  Place,  High  Street. 

20  in  South  Street. 

8  in  London  Street. 

t  4  in  Wellington  Street. 

Whittington  Moor  Ward  12  in  Cross  Shaw  Street. 

Newbold  Moor  W7ard —  10  at  the  Croft,  Occupation  Road. 

7  at  Printer’s  Yard,  Sheffield  Rd. 

The  majority  of  the  houses  of  the  district  have  been  in 
existence  for  a  considerable  time.  Most  of  them  are  set  out 
in  long  lows  behind  which  is  a  yard  on  the  far  side  of  which 
is  the  privy  and  ashpit.  The  yard  in  most  is  divided  off  into 
sections  to  be  cultivated  as  a  garden,  and  in  those  where  the 
tenants  do  this  the  effect  is  satisfactory,  otherwise  an  insani- 
tary  waste  results.  In  some  there  is  merely  an  unpaved 
common  yard,  to  deal  with  which  the  Council  adopted  a 
special  bye-law  in  1914,  but  owing  to  war  conditions  no  use 
has  been  made  of  it. 


5 

6.  The  defects  found  in  the  unfit  houses  are:  — 

(i.)  Dampness  from  absence  of  a  damp-proof  course,  from 
defective  roofs  and  rain  water  spouts  and  from 
driving  rain. 

(ii.)  Defective  floors. 

(iii.)  Defective  windows.  In  the  majority  there  is  suffi¬ 
cient  window  space,  but  in  many  the  framework  is 
rotten,  and  in  several  the  windows  would  not  open. 

(iv.)  Inadequate  food  store.  This  is  almost  universal,  the 
recess  under  the  stairs  being  the  usual  site. 

(v.)  Defective  sinks  and  drains. 

2.  Forty-eight  houses  were  inspected  during  the  year 
under  the  Housing  Acts,  and  24  houses  were  voluntarily  re¬ 
paired.  The  following  nuisances  were  abated  by  informal  or 
legal  notice  under  the  Public  Health  Acts:  — 


Defective  traps  and  drains . 

. 

36 

Drains  obstructed  . 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

49 

Repairs  to  yards . 

3 

Repairs  to  eaves  spouts  and  down  spouts  . 

27 

Water  in  cellars  . 

5 

Foul  condition  of  houses  . 

4 

Insanitary  privies  and  ashpits . 

47 

Additional  closet  accommodation  ... 

5 

Conversion  of  privies  into  w.cAs  ... 

26 

Conversion  of  pail  closets  to  w.c.’s 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

•*  3 

Defective  water  closets  . 

21 

Urinals  defective . 

n 

0 

Offensive  accumulations  . 

8 

Water  supply  . : . 

•  •  ■  •  •  •  • 

3 

Nuisances  not  specified  above  . 

. 

96 

(3.)  The  chief  difficulty  this  year  in  remedying  unfitness 

of  houses  was  the  lack  of  skilled  labour  and  materials. 

Then, 

too,  whilst  the  cost  of  all  work  was  rising1 

each  month  the 

6 

landlords  were  unable  to  increase  their  rents  and  thus  not 
unnaturally  were  unwilling  to  undertake  the  work  required. 
The  great  problem  to  the  Sanitary  Authority  and  the  landlord, 
which  as  yet  is  unsolved,  is  what  to  do  with  the  undesirable 
tenant  who  takes  no  pride  in  his  home,  which  is  dirty  and  un- 
cared  for  and  in  a  dilapidated  state  soon  after  it  has  been 
repaired.  These  tenants  are  natural  slum  dwellers  and  are 
found  in  every  centre  of  population.  Their  children  are 
usually  habitually  verminous  and  uncared  for,  and  thus  arc 
a  menace  to  their  clean  neighbours.  When  making  a  housing 
inspection  I  have  been  struck  again  and  again  by  the  differ¬ 
ence  in  the  appearance  and  condition  of  houses  in  the  same 
row  where  I  found  a  clean  home  next  to  that  of  a  dirty  tenant, 
and  I  felt  bound  to  sympathise  with  the  landlord  in  his 
natural  objection  to  have  to  continually  repair  his  property 
when  occupied  by  such  people,  for  in  the  present  state  of 
housing,  as  it  is  impossible  to  get  houses  elsewhere,  he  cannot 
turn  them  out.  At  the  September  meeting  of  the  Council  1 
submitted  a  report  on  this  question  in  which  it  was  suggested 
that  the  Council  should  ascertain  from  the  landlords  the 
number  of  undesirable  tenants  in  their  houses  and  then  put  up 
tenements  for  them  made  on  the  simplest  plan,  which  should 
be  in  charge  of  a  caretaker  and  be  controlled  by  the  bye-laws 
for  '‘Houses  let  in  lodgings.”  It  would  then  be  possible  to  con¬ 
centrate  this  section  of  the  population  at  one  spot,  where  they 
would  live  under  strictly  controlled  conditions,  whilst  the 
landlords  would  be  encouraged  to  keep  their  property  in  a 
better  condition,  a  higher  standard  of  housing  would  result, 
and  the  evil  effect  of  adverse  surroundings  would  not  be  so 
evident.  Unfortunately  the  proposal  was  not  acceptable  to 
the  Council,  and  so  no  action  was  taken. 

(4.)  Three  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two  out  of  the 
3,837  houses  in  the  district  have  the  public  water  supply.  The 
water  is  supplied  by  the  Chesterfield  Gas  and  Water  Board ; 
it  is  upland  surface  water  augmented  by  the  water  from  the 
Whispering  Well. 


7 


Most  of  the  closet  accommodation  is  still  on  the  con¬ 
servancy  system,  and  in  several  instances  the  privies  are  "Used 
jointly  by  occupants  of  two  houses.  The  number  and  type  of 
closets  at  the  end  of  1919  is:  — 

Privies  2,107,  Pa^  closets  120,  water  closets  1,155,  and 
slop  closets  4;  total,  3,386  for  3,837  houses.  During  the 
last  five  years  only  65  privies  were  demolished,  being  replaced 
by  70  water  closets.  Three  pail  closets  have  been  converted 
t <-  w.c.’s  and  the  slop  closets  remain  as  in  1914.  The  work 
of  conversion  to  the  water  carriage  system  came  practically 
to  a  standstill  during  the  war,  and  it  is  only  during  the  last 
six  months  that  any  progress  could  be  made,  whilst  this  work 
is  still  hampered  by  lack  of  labour.  In  that  part  of  the  re¬ 
port  dealing  with  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District  I 
have  urged  the  Council  to  consider  a  scheme  for  the  rapid 
conversion  of  privies  and  pail  closets  to  water  closets,  the 
Ministry  of  Health  having  already  notified  us  that  they  are 
willing  to  sanction  a  loan  for  the  money  required  in  contri¬ 
buting  part  of  the  cost  of  this  work. 

• 

The  scavenging  of  the  1,121  privy  pits  and  193  dry  ash¬ 
pits  in  the  district  is  done  by  the  servants  of  the  Council^  who 
empty  these  three  or  four  times  a  year.  The  747  dry  ash 
tins  and  27  pail  closets  are  emptied  weekly  by  contract.  The 
refuse  from  these  is  disposed  of  on  seven  tips  in  various  parts 
of  the  district.  The  present  policy  is  to  replace  the  privy 
pits  and  ashpits  by  moveable  ash  bins  as  the  privies  are  con¬ 
verted  to  w.c.’s,  so  that  there  shall  not  be  an  accumulation 
of  filth  near  the  houses. 

I 

(iv.)  No  representations  by  householders  or  by  the 
officials  on  unhealthy  areas  have  been  made  to  the  Council 
during  the  year. 

(v.)  The  bye-laws  of  the  Council  were  all  revised  in  1912 
and  1913.  There  are  no  houses  “let  in  lodgings  ”  in  the 
district. 
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VII.  Appendices  Statistics  for  12  months  ended 

31st  December,  1919. 

(i.)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
complaints  were  made  that  they  were  unfit  for  human  habita¬ 
tion,  10. 

(2.)  Action  taken  under  Section  17  of  the  Housing  Act 
of  1909  :  — 


Old  New  Whit- 
Whitting-  Whitting-  tington  Newbold 

ton.  ton.  Moor.  Moor.  Newbold.  Total. 


(a)  No.  of  dwelling- 

houses  inspected 
under  and  for  the 
purposes  of  the 
Section  . 

1 1 

20 

4 

1 2 

1 

48 

(b)  No.  of  dwelling 
houses  which  were 
considered  to  be 
unfit  for  human 
habitation  .  | 

4  | 

1 

1 

1 

7 

(c)  No.  of  dwelling- 
houses  the  defects 
in  which  were 
remedied  without 
the  making  of 
closing  orders  ...  | 

8  | 

« 

4 

12 

24* 

*-  ^Repairs  to  the  other  24  houses  are  in  hand. 


(3)  No  action  has  been  taken  under  Section  28  of  the 
Housing  Act,  191 9. 

(4.)  CLOSING  ORDERS. — Owing  to  the  state  of  the 
housing  in  the  district  no  representations  w^ere  made  to  the 
Council  during  the  year.  One  very  dilapidated  house  that 
was  occupied  by  an  old  man  only,  who  went  into  the  Work- 
house,  was  closed  voluntarily  by  the  owner. 

(5.)  Demolition  orders.  \ 

(6.)  Houses  demolished  voluntarily.  I  Nil. 

(7.)  Obstructive  buildings.  J 

(8.)  Staff  engaged  in  housing  work.  The  work  under 
the  Housing  Regulations  is  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  In- 
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spector.  In  the  section  of  this  Report  on  Sanitary  Adminis¬ 
tration  I  have  stated  that :  — “In  a  district  of  this  size  and 
population  there  is  much  need  of  the  services  of  another  In¬ 
spector,  whose  time  would  be  fully  occupied  in  carrying  out 
the  work  of  the  Housing  Regulations  alone.  At  the  present 
time  when  so  much  repair  work  is  necessary  in  the  houses  of 
the  district  the  only  way  to  carry  out  the  real  intention  of  the 
Regulations,  which  is  a  continuous  house-to-house  inspection, 
is  to  make  such  an  appointment. 


General  Statistics. 

Area  of  the  Combined  Districts  in  acres:- — 


Land  ...  ...  4,161 

Water  ...  ...  18 


Total 


4.179 


Ward. 

Old  Whittington 
N ew  Whittington  . . . 
Whittington  Moor  ... 
Newbold  Moor 
Newbold  . 


Area,  approx, 
in  acres. 


Estimated  Population 

Population,  1919.  Census  1911. 


.  . 

Mil 

5°22 

3892 

427 

4059 

36o9 

•  • 

262 

4057 

3573 

. . 

564 

453 1 

4753 

•  • 

J495 

1831 

1386 

Assessable  value  of  the  district  approximately,  ^£40,800. 
Product  of  a  penny  rat©  approximately,  ,£170. 


Summary  of  Vital  Statistics. 


Year. 

Population. 

Birth 

rate. 

Death 

rate. 

Zymotic 
death  rate. 

death  from 
enteric 
fever  and 
|  diarrhoea. 

Phthisis 

death-rate. 

,  <6 
.8  *3 

Ph  d 

Infant 
Mortality 
per  1000 
births. 

1915 

17834 

29.7 

16.5 

2.4 

0.6 

1.2 

4 

126.4 

1916 

17410 

25-4 

13-3" 

1 

0.4 

0.8 

2.4 

103-7 

for  deaths  for  births 

1917 

17601  19620 

23 

12.3 

0.7 

0.2 

0.8 

2.2 

103-7 

1918 

17299  19383 

24.8 

18.9 

0.7 

0-3 

1 

3 

120.6 

1919 

19500 

23.1 

12.2 

o-3 

0.1 

0.3 

3-2 

102 

' 


■ 


' 


1 


■ 


V 


. 


- 


■ 


t 


